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Minutes of the 5t Meeting of Sikkim State Higher Education

Council (SSHEC) held on 04.11.2019 at the conference Hall of
Educatlon Departmant

The 5" meeting of the SSHEC was held on 04 11.2019 'at the Confelenu Hall of
Education Department and was chaired by the Hon’ble Minister, Education Dbparu.;un ‘-
who is also the Chairman of the SSHEC. The meetmg‘\‘zvas also attended by the
Additional Chief Secretary, Edu.catio’ri"D;ef)értment and Lhé‘ following dignitaries z%nd '
officers: :
1. Vice Chancellor, Sikkim Univ»erslit,y, who is élso the vice chairman of the SSHEC.

2. Vice Chancellor, Sikkim State University.

3. Vice Chancellor, Sikkim Manipal University — Member of SSHEC.

4. Vice Chancellor, SRM University - Member of SSHEC

5. Nominated members of the SSHEC comprising of Ad\“‘/isox~ from NAAC;

representatives from Finance Department, Health Department, Science & Technology

department; Principals, NBBD- College and SGC, Namchi ; Associate Professors of .

Sikkim University and NBBD College and retired officers of Education department.
6. Director (Technical Education) -Member of SSHEC. |
7. Principals of all Sikkim Govt. colleges.
8. Senior officers of the department. ’
The attendance sheet enclosed herewith may be kindly perused.

At the outset the ACS welcomed all _th'é participants and apprised the house regarding the

functioning of SSHEC. He also briefed the house on the various aspects of RUSA, a

central scheme initiated for development of higher education in India. It was informed by
him that six (06) out of the twelve (12) Sikkim Government colleges have been
sanctioned Rs. 2 crore each under RUSA 2.0 after being accredited by NAAC. Tt was
further informed by him that si_née-iiRUSA. 2.0 ‘would be concluding in 2020, the
Education Qumty Upgradation and Inclusnon Programme (EQUIP) would then be

initiated by the Mlnlstry of Human Resource to suppott the higher education sector .

further in the country.
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Discussions in the meeting then took place as per the agenaa

Confirmation of the mmutes of the 4% SSHEC meeuiO mld on 2018: The minutes of

the 4™ SSHEC meeting was dul y conﬁlmed by all members of the SSHEC.

Presentation on the progress made by the Education department under RUSA: The

ACS made a presentation wherein he detailed the various achxcvemems made by the
higher education sector of the State under RUSA 1.0 and RUSA 2.0. The presentation
highlighted details of the funds whlch have been smutloned under the scheme for
various colleges. It was also mfonmd that the funds sanchoned need now to be
endorsed and approved by tha SSHEC which was unani nously approv@d by all

The Heads of the various Slkkln'l Govemment colleges were then requested to pﬁt:
forth brief reports with regard to theu xespectlve colleges before the House and the
following observations were made:

Sanskrit Mahavidhvalaya ( SMV). S'amdong' Principal, SMV informed the House

that one of the major issues bemg faced by the college is low enrollment of stude’nts
in the college in spite of the mllege having good teaching faculty. He credited this to
the fact that there is a low level of dwareness amongst the students regarding job
availability. To tackle the issue-it was suggésted by the Principal that Sanskrit could
be introduced as an optional subje_ci in. Secondary schools which may help génerate
awareness about the subject amongst the students,

Government Vocational College (GVC), Dentam: Principal, GVC informed that the

college having been established in 2017 offers Bachelor degree in 3 courses, namely:
i) Software Development £

ii) Tourism and Service Industry

iit) Retail Manacem«,m ‘ _
He stated that some teething problems being faced by the co 1ege have been more or
less resolved especially in courses‘like Retail management and Tourlsm. However,
for courses like Software development, he stated that there seems to be a lack of
clarity amongst the Sector skill councils themselves regarding syllabus  and
curriculum.

Sikkim (rovunment Science collgga, (SGSC) Ch cung: Principal, SGSC informed

that the college offers course in conventional branches.of basic Sciences like Botany,



Zoology, Chemistry and others. He mentioned thatf there is a good demand for

Science and Maths teachers in our schools and this college was spemﬁca ly opened to
fill this gap.

The Principal also suggested that introduction of courses in applied Science aﬁid
courses like organic farming could prove beneficial to the college and may create

further interest amongst the students to seek admission i n the college.

B.Ed College, Soreng : Principal, B.Ed College stated that since the college has only

been offering a single course umce 1ts establishment, it was not eligible to applv ror
NAAC. Howcver it was suggested that if the college could offer parallel dxplom_a ’
courses or offer integrated courses like B.A-B.Ed or B.Sc-B.Ed, it would then Be

eligible to seek accreditation under NAAC which would be a welcome move for the

college.

Slkklm Government Arts College (SGAC), Mangshila: Principal, SGAC apprised the
House that the college being the only college in North district was established in
2017. He also remarked that the college would be able to cater more to the students of
North district if more conventional courses, are allowed to be introduced in the
college. Further, he also requested that the eollege which is presently running as an
extension of SGC, Burtuk be allowed to apply for « separate affiliation to Sikkim
University. '

Sikkim Govt. College (SGC), Gvalshing: The Dean of SGC, Gyalshing suggested that

in order to attract more students to ‘take up admission in the college, it can also offer
professional courses like Mountameenm photography ctc.

VC, SMU suggested that the courses can be introduced as certificate courses to begin

with.

‘Sikkim Institute of Higher Nyingma Studies (SIHNS,SHEDA): Principal informed

the House that the STHNS is one of the oldest in the state, having been being‘
established in the year 1964. Regarding int;bduction of new course, the Principal
suggested that Masters Courses in Buddhist language, Astrolo gy, philosophy could be

introduced. -

Sikkim Government Law College (SGLC): Principal, SGLC stated that the college b

granted permission to offer LL.M courses as well. The proposal which is under
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Progress was assured ¢ be given ful] support and hLef by the VC, Sikkim Univeziéity.

s

It was also fequested by the Pri'ncipal that law being a professiona] degree cotrse
Some diversity n the admission Process is also required.

Sikkim Government College SGC. .Burtuk: Principal, SGC, Burtuk Stated %hat

location plays a major roles for selection of colleges by the students. Since' most

Students prefer to attend coHegé‘s located in ang around Gangtok, the college facl;és a
lot of pressure {from candidates 5ﬁ1‘ing admission and given the infrastructure of the
college, it proves difficult to admit‘_,hig:kgyer number of students. In this regard,‘ Cf:iief
Engineér, Education Department informed that a DpR for ’establishing the méin

academic block of SGC, Burtuk has been Prepared and has beep submitted to the

“Department of Planning  fop onward 'Vsubmission to  the Ministry  of

DONER. The project has beep propésed 10 be funded under the North Eastern Special
Infrastructuye Development Scheme (NESIDS),Vthe total estimate of which has beep
Proposed at Rs. 9.81 cropes : 5

Rhenock Government College: Principal Rhenock Govt college reported that due'to
\\—Q‘. :

introduction of new courses like Statistics in the college, enrollments of Students ip

-~ the college have Increased, She also requested VC, SU for introduction of Master

11.

degree in the subject which woulq be welcomed by .the students. Suggestions fo;
introduction, of new course such-as Fine Arts, Library sclence, PHE, TTMm and

Horticulture v also placed forty by the Principal.

BBD "‘vCol‘le ¢, Tadong: Principal, NBRp College
Teéquested VC, SU ¢4 kindiy grant permission by the Stuclents pursuing Masters from
the cobllege for use of the library of Sikkim Univefsity. T'he VC, SU agreed to the
same. Lo

Nar Bahadur Bhandari De ree
Nar Bahadur |

students find it difficult. ACS, Education Department assured to speak to Industries
Department to remove this gap. P '

PR
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IV.  Other observations made ip the meeting:. g

1. VC, Sikkim University & V€, SRM: Sug%sted that counseling sessions” for ‘the
Students are VEry important in,order to- allow )

opportunities. Further i was also observed that such counseling sessions ay

hem to be more aware of emplovmfent

¢ also

equally important for tie parents as wel].

2. 'VC, SU also mentioned that Students are unawec of useful courses like Chinese

being offered by SU which is an extremely usefu] and employment oriented course,

There is a need to Create awareness for the same.

3. Dr. Madhukar, former advisor, NAAC also made a few Suggestions wherein ﬁe

mentioned that the policy of shared infrastructire should be followed'so that all

colleges are able 1o access facilities. which are established in any one college of the

State. He also remarked that the jssye of placemen cells can be resolyeq by vse of

technology as it ig not alway§; nécessaz:y for placement cells to be physically

prescnkt
in the college. .

%4

The Hon’ble Minister In his address 1o the House stated that the program has beey very.

productive. He remarked that form‘ulation‘i'& educ’ratk‘ion policies that aim to make the studenis of
the State more Competitive and efficient are very much welcomed
also emphasized that counseling sessiong for the students should b
approved of the idea 1o conduct counseling sessions to the parents as wel].

The meetin ended with a vote of thanks to the chair by the Joint Secretar , Higher
g ; Y 2

| Education.

Copy to:

1. Vice Chancellor, Sikkim University,
2 Vice-ChanceHor, Sikkim State University,

3 Vice—Chan_cellor, Sikkim Meanipal University,
4. Chief Engineer, Education Department,

5. Additional Director/ME/Health Department,
6. Director, Dept. of Science & Teclmol‘ogy,
7. P.S.to HM, ' C
8. PS.to ACS, Education Department,

9. Dr.BS Madhukar, F ormer Advisor, NAAC, s
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by the State Government. e

¢ done on a regular basis and
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£ - 10. Additional Director, Finance Department, :
‘ 11. Joint Director, RUSA :
12. Director, Technical Education, Education Department,
Lo 13. Retd. Additional Director, Education Department,
% 14. All Principals, Sikkim Government College
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Subha Mulchia

Joint Secretary (HE)
Directorate of Higher Education

Joint Se« retary -
Higher Education
HRD.D (HE)
Govt. of ki




